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These activities comprised (1) the trapping of rodents, (2) the removal 
of rat harborages, (3) rat-proofing, and (4) the fumigation of build- 
ings and the shipping on the water front included in plague areas. 
The success of these measures may be gauged by three results: 

1. A steady diminution of the number of rats caught in traps, as 
indicated in Figure 2. 

2. An increase in the number of mice caught in traps set in posi- 
tions likely to be frequented by rats, also shown in Figure 2. 

3. The cessation of plague, both buman and rodent. 



PREVALENCE OF POLIOMYELITIS. 

The following table gives the number of cases of poliomyelitis 
(infantile paralysis) reported to the Public Health Service by State 
health officers from May 29 to July 23, 1921 , inclusive. These reports 
are preliminary and necessarily incomplete. The cases are widely 
scattered. For instance, the 15 cases reported from Illinois for the 
week ended July 15 were from 13 different places, no more than 2 
cases being reported from any one locality. 

PoUatm/eliiis (infantile paralysis) — Number of cases of poliomyelitis occurring in various 
States, as reported to the Public Health Service by the State kealik officers in weekly 
telegraphic or mail reports. 

{States omitted are tbose from wMeii no repeats fiave been received or which have reported no pelio- 
mycin is during the period covered. Leaders indicate that reports were received tat no cases" si polio- 
myelitis were reported.] 
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' No report received. 



* Exclusive of New York City. 
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July 20, 1921. 



At this season of the year an increase in the number of reported 
cases of poliomyelitis is usual. The following table gives the median 
number of cases reported by 38 States for the months of May to No- 
vember during the years 1913 to 1919, inclusive. This shows a 
typical seasonal distribution. 

Median number of cases of poliomyelitis reported by 38 States, 191S to 1919. 

May 77 

June 118 

July 289 

August 559 

September , 494 

October 320 

November 190 



PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

COMPARISON OP DEATH RATES FOR PRINCIPAL CAUSES FOR APRIL AND MAY, 1921, 
AND FOR THE FIRST QUARTERS OF 1919, 1920, AND 1921, IN A GROUP OF INSURED 
PERSONS. 

The accompanying tables are reprinted from the Statistical Bulletin 
of the Metropolital Life Insurance Co. for June, 1921. They present 
the mortality data of the industrial department of the company for 
the months of April and May, 1921, and for the first quarters of 1919, 
1920, and 1921. The figures are based on a strength of approximately 
13,000,000 insured persons. 

Although these rates apply to a more or less selected group, they 
are very good indices of the comparative mortality conditions of the 
general population. 

Death rates {annual basis) per 100,000 lives exposed, for principal causes, April and May, 

1921. 

[Industrial Department, Metropolitan Life lnsurar.ee Co.] 
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Total, all causes. . 



Typhoid fever 

Meisles 

Searletfever 

Whooping cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis (all forms) . 
Cancer.. 



Meningitis (all forms) 

Cerebral hemorrhage 

Organic diseases of heart 

Pneumonia (all forms) 

Otherr©3piratory diseases 

Diarrhea aud e lte.itis 

Bright's disease 

Puerperalstate 

Suicides .' 

Homicides 

Other external causes (excluding suicides and homocides) . 

Traumatism by automobile 

All other causes 



1 Based upon final tabulations for the year 1920. Changes from preliminary figures are unimportant. 



